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Planning Support System

Sub-class of Decision Support System (DSS) serving a special 
purpose of assisting planning professionals to provide rationale
for a better decision making process through computerized 
systems

Model 
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Driven

Data
Driven

Document 
Driven

PSS

Providing necessary support to 
systematically analyze the 
information
Finding and formulating the 
alternative options, policies, 
scenarios, and plans
Assessing and evaluating 
impacts
Selecting and recommending a 
proper solution



MVRPC Planning Support System

MVRPC has been 
increasing the use and 
enhancement of the 
Planning Support System 
over the years in the 
planning process to:

Facilitate better decision 
making
Share planning related 
information
Expand the public 
participation

at the Regional level





Evolution of MVRPC PSS Application
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Regional GIS Initiative

GIS at the regional level through collaboration
Share GIS data commonly referred to as geospatial data

Provide data repository
Identify and develop a regional dataset – unified data standards and 
policies

Benefits by sharing data - Investments made by one entity may 
be utilized by other entities

Data itself
Data development process

Examples of benefits
Reduced data development and acquisition cost
Improved data quality
Promote best practices
Foster broad interagency cooperation



Regional Enterprise System Development

Project Scope
Design and implement the comprehensive enterprise GIS architecture 
for centralized database management and community-wide regional 
GIS
Geodatabase design and migration of core datasets 
Develop an web-based communication application

Public and Private Partnership
MVRPC and Woolpert, Inc

Project Timeline
Began in winter of 2006 and completed in March 2007



GIS Online Planning Support System

Service-oriented web-based mapping 
application

Interactive data visualization tool
Provide user-friendly application providing 
data access, data retrieval, and data display 
functions

Launched in March 2007
Boundary – Political jurisdiction boundary
Census – Census Block, Block Group, Tracts and Urban 
Area Boundaries
Environment – Wastewater facility planning areas and 
Watershed boundaries
Land Fabric – Open Space and Future Land Use Plans
Transportation – Bikeways, Traffic Analysis Zones, 
Roads, and the FHWA Federal-Aid Urbanized Area 
boundary















Future Enhancements

Data Enhancement
Add new datasets - Existing Land Use, Zoning, Rivers, Aerial Photos, 
Etc

System Enhancement
Data Delivery Extension 
 Provides data download option

Metadata Explorer Application 
 Data Search Engine that enable users to search various datasets

Form Regional GIS workgroup
Develop data standards and policies 



For More Information

GIS Project Management
Martin Kim, Director of Regional Planning at mkim@mvrpc.org

GIS Data Request
Tom Harner, GIS Coordinator at tharner@mvrpc.org

Spatial Data Analysis
Bethany Heim, GIS Specialist / Planner at bheim@mvrpc.org

ArcIMS Application
Mike Lucas, ArcIMS Specialist at mlucas@mvrpc.org

Aerial Photo Request
Darrin Hall, Production Coordinator at dhall@mvrpc.org


